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  Despite this being only our third year, we already have a crew well-seasoned with facing challenges. First came 
building our tournament from the ground up, and with a very late start. Still we pulled it off and results far exceed-
ed everyone’s expectations, including providing scholarships to students at each of Maine’s seven community col-
leges.  

   Last year we were well ahead of schedule and ready to shift into cruise control when COVID hit. The months 
ahead were filled with question marks but we forged on. Thanks to our volunteers, participants and sponsors, we 
were able to double our support for community colleges. We also established an endowment that will grow over 
time and support the Foundation for Maine’s Community Colleges in perpetuity. We even had enough left over to 
provide a scholarship for one of Walt Golet’s interns at the Gulf of Maine Research Institute. 

   This year started off with yet another unexpected surprise, albeit a positive one. Response to the official opening 
of registration was overwhelming. We first discussed increasing the camp from 40 to 50 boats, but it quickly be-
came clear that wasn’t enough. Ultimately we settled on 60, though even that was not enough. With more boats 
comes more prize money. You upped the ante so we enlarged the pot.  

   Things were looking optimistic, with COVID restrictions easing up, when NOAA Fisheries announced a proposal to 
restrict fishing on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays, effectively punching a gaping hole in our plans. Rather than call 
for rescue or go down with the ship we manned the pumps and got to work seeking ways to ensure there would be 
a Third Annual Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza.  

   Who knows what unexpected surprises next year will hold. In the meantime, go out there, enjoy yourselves, be 
safe and good luck. 
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Offering transportation, warehousing, distribution and brokerage services to multinational conglomerates and small family-

owned businesses alike, we, the second generation of Moore's, value our employees and our customer relationships. From the 

dispatch office to our drivers and maintenance staff, service is our culture. www.rcmoore.com  

Award-Winning Service 

How do you determine those freight companies that really deliver great cus-

tomer service? Would you rather trust your shipments to an award-winning 

carrier? Since 1956, R.C. Moore has been experiencing steady growth. We 

enjoy long-standing customer relationships because we deliver great custom-

er service.  us “Regional Carrier of the Year” for 2009 and 2010. 

  Established in 2002 the Hometown Foundation, Inc. is a non-

profit charitable organization committed to supporting those in 

need. In conjunction with Bozzuto’s, Inc., its family of retailers 

and community business partners, the Hometown Foundation, 

Inc. raises money to support a broad range of programs that 

meet community needs. The Foundation’s focus and commit-

ment center around five key program areas: animal welfare, 

emergency response personnel, individuals with intellectual dis-

abilities or in need, major illness and the military. By helping The 

Hometown Foundation, Inc. to sponsor these types of programs, 

you not only support our philanthropic beliefs and efforts, but you allow us to help you create an im-

pact on our communities. Together, we can make dreams come true!  

 

  

                                                                  

                                                              WWW.HOMETOWNFOUNDATION.ORG 



What It’s All About 
   While we’re all here to have an enjoyable time on 
land and sea, the overriding purpose of the Casco Bay 
Bluefin Bonanza is to support our community.  

Scholarships 

  Our scholarship 
efforts have been 
immensely success-
ful. After just our 
second tournament 
- held during a pan-
demic - we doubled 
our contributions 
and awarded $1,000 
scholarships to two 
students in the 
trades or marine 
sciences programs 
at each of Maine’s 
seven community colleges.  

    We also established an endowment with the Founda-
tion for Maine’s Community Colleges that once ful-
filled, will provide annual scholarships in perpetuity.   

    And, we still had enough left 

over to support one of Dr. Walt 

Golet’s interns at the Gulf of 

Maine Research Institute. 

 

 

    Why It’s So Important 

    Demand for people in the skilled trades has never 
been higher and is outpacing supply. That means more 
employment opportunities and higher income for 
skilled labor. Contributions from our sponsors, donors 
and participants provide an opportunity for students to 
acquire skills and credentials that will allow them to 

command more in the job market. A more educated 
and qualified work force not only benefits workers and 
businesses, many of whom support our Tournament, it 
also benefits our community. 

 2019-2020 Scholarship Recipients 

Central Maine Community College 

Nathan Bilodeau, Electromechanical Technology 

Cody Holland, Plumbing and Heating Technology 

Lucas Howard, Plumbing and Heating Technology 

Eastern Maine Community College 

Hunter Fernald, Criminal Justice 

Justin Garcelon, Criminal Justice 

Peter Mouland, Digital Graphic Design 

Kennebec Valley Community College 

Everett Herring, Precision Machine Technology 

Kristine Johnson, Occupational Therapy Assistant 

Shaun Rowland, Welding 

Northern Maine Community College 

Evan Gagnon, Automotive Technology 

Drew Hemphill, Plumbing and Heating 

Samantha Ramsey, Auto Collision Repair 

Southern Maine Community College 

Jonathan Bangs, Electrical Engineering Technologies (Fall 
Semester) 

Alanna Gilikson, Pre-Engineering (Spring Semester) 

Sarah McDonald, Hospitality and Horticulture 

Matthew Slocomb, Electrical Engineering Technologies 

Washington County Community College 

Tyler Ackley, Residential and Commercial Electricity 

Hunter Costello, Criminal Justice 

Hunter Mason, Residential and Commercial Electricity 

York County Community College 

Alexandria Eaton, Veterinary Technician 

Katharine MacGregor, Architecture and Design 

Justin Neuville, Digital Media with Animation Concentration 

 





 
Wednesday, August 4, 2021 
6:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.   Vessel Arrival 

Dockage is available at standard rates through Port Harbor Marine. 

4:00 - 5:00 p.m.  Social Hour 

Enjoy craft beer and locally distilled spirits while you visit with sponsors, vendors and 
friends, enter raffles and bid on silent auction items. 

5:00 p.m. Captain’s Check-in and Meeting (Mandatory) 

Captains arrive, check-in and receive their Tournament package and a Captain’s buck-
et. Each boat must have a representative present for a review of the rules and a brief 
Q&A period. 

5:30 p.m. Live and Silent Auctions 

Here’s your chance to pick up some cool items while helping a great cause. 

6:00 p.m. Buffet Dinner Sponsored by Red Claw  

Dig in to a traditional Maine lobster dinner hosted by our sponsors from Red Claw. 

Schedule subject to change if RFDs are implemented. 

Schedule of Events 

Thursday, August 5, 2021 
12:01 a.m. Fishing Begins.  

Lines in the water and anglers may fish continuously until 4:00 p.m., August 7. 

Friday, August 6, 2021 
12:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - Fishing continues. 

Saturday, August 7, 2021 
4:00 p.m. Fishing Closes (Lines out)  

6:00 p.m. Official Scales Close 

Tournament scales close at 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, August 7, 2021. All vessels with 
fish to be weighed must be inside Spring Point Light by 5 p.m. and tied to the scales 
dock at Spring Point Marina (rafting is acceptable) by 6:00 p.m. Any vessel with a 
fish to be weighed that is not tied or rafted to the scales dock by 6:00 p.m. will not 
be accepted (Tournament committee discretion).   

7:00 p.m.    Awards Ceremony 

Join us for a dinner sponsored and prepared by Cabela’s—Bass Pro Shops as we 
recognize and congratulate the winning captains. 

Tournament Awards 

First Place - $7,500 and the Casco Cup 

Second Place - $4,000 

Third Place - $2,500 

Fourth Place - $1,500 

Fifth Place - $1,000 

Cumulative weight - $1,000 



 

The Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza, BassPro Shops - Cabela’s and the Gulf of Maine Research Institute are 

partnering to provide a day of activities for the youngsters while the grown-ups are offshore fishing. 

YOUTH DAY  

Friday, August 6 

  We have an amazing animal that 

visits the coast of Maine each sum-

mer and fall - the Atlantic bluefin tu-

na - one of the ocean's largest, most 

powerful and sought-after 

fish.  Growing up to twelve feet long, 

weighing almost 3/4 of a ton and ca-

pable of swimming across the entire 

Atlantic at only one year old, the 

bluefin tuna is one of the most 

revered fish in the ocean.  

   Ever wonder how old the fish you 

caught was, or where it came 

from?  How about what it eats or how 

it sees your lure or bait.  Want to 

know how fast they swim, where they go and how they navi-

gate the ocean?   

 Join Dr. Walt Golet from the Uni-

versity of Maine School of Marine 

Sciences and the Gulf of Maine 

Research Institute as we answer 

these questions and more by 

showing you what parts of the fish 

give us this information, and get 

you involved with this research by 

dissecting the fish and pulling out 

the tissues we need to learn more 

about their secret lives.  Activities 

will include guessing the age of bluefin, identifying what they 

eat (Yes, you will get to pull out what's in their stomach) and 

using some data to guess which side of the Atlantic (east or 

west) the bluefin tuna came from.  This program will provide 

hands-on activities for kids, showing how leading fish scientists 

help to conserve this great resource by understanding more 

about their mysterious lives under the oceans waves.   

  

      

Meanwhile, the folks from Bass Pro Shops and Cabela’s will be 

onsite providing hands-on fishing instruction for the kids.  

    Activities will take place from 1 - 4 p.m. and are open to the 

public. Children must be accompanied by an adult parent or 

guardian.  



    Since 1968, West Marine, Inc. has set out to deliver quality marine products and 
unparalleled customer service to those who live and breathe water. From sailing and 
boating to fishing and paddlesports, our customers’ and associates’ passions and live-
lihoods are immeasurably connected to the water—it unites us, inspires us and em-
powers us.  

    Our lives are not only rooted in our appreciation and love for the water, but in the 
lasting effects it has on our personal health and wellness. We are on a mission to en-
courage youth to learn about and enjoy time on the water, knowing firsthand how 
their time there will make them healthier and happier. 

    In a time when technology often holds us captive, West Marine understands the 
importance of balancing the digital world with the natural world—getting outside, 
being physically active, embracing teamwork and, most importantly, connecting with 
each other while also connecting with nature. 

    For these reasons and more, West Marine created BlueFuture® to provide ongoing 
grant support to nonprofit, community-based organizations that promote Waterlife 
adventure, education and recreation for young people across the nation. Our recipi-
ents dedicate their time and resources to ensure that these future stewards of the water have a safe place to 
learn, play and build a better tomorrow. 

    Please join us in our effort to make a significant difference in the lives of youth across the country by making a 
donation. 

    All proceeds benefit the nonprofit community organizations that 
are our grant recipients. Through BlueFuture, you can make a real 
difference in a child’s life. 



 
. 

 
 
 

      2020   Awards 

First Place: Capt. Pete 

Speeches, Backstab-

ber, 687 lbs., 98.5” 

Second Place: Capt. 

Keith Jordan, Bailey & 

Bella, 679.5 lbs., 109” 

Third Place: Capt. 

Kurt Christensen, 

Molly Jane, 671.5 lbs., 

Fourth Place: Capt. 

Keith Jordan, Bailey & 

Bella, 637 lbs., 102.5”  

Fifth Place: Capt. Kev-

in Lord, Square Foot-

age, 547 lbs., 98” 



AUCTION ITEMS 
Reel Easy Trident Custom Rod - The Trident 80/130  is a 130 rod 

tapered to an 80 tip that was designed specifically for and by bluefin tuna fish-

erman of New England. Its light tip ensures your hookup with less pulled hooks 

and tackle failure than the stiffer 130 rods on the market. Then, the forgiving blank helps you battle wild 

headshakes or a rough sea, keeping the rod loaded and the line tight. The Trident puts you in control of 

your fish, not the other way around.  ($1,200) 

L.T. Marine 10' Two-Piece Blue Fish Scale Commercial Har-

poon -  This two-piece cockpit harpoon features a rough textured non slip grip, hard 

coat anodized finish, stainless steel eye-bolt for rigging, traditional bronze tuna dart 

rigged with Dyneema rope, a carrying/storage bag and Lifetime Warranty against material 

and workmanship defects. ($340) 

L.T. Marine 900 Swivel Rod Holders - Two heavy duty swivel base rod 

holders featuring a hand polished mirror finish. Designed to accept all 130 size class bent 

butts and features a closer tolerance fit with a heavy duty liner to minimize 130 class rods 

from rocking back and forth in rough seas and create a more secure feel while resting in 

the rod holder. Includes stainless bolts, nuts, & lock-washers for installation. Lifetime 

warranty against structural/mechanical failure due to normal use. ($360) 





  AUCTION ITEMS 
End Game Gear - Tuna and swordfish darts, gaffs, harpoons, tail wraps and tow 

ropes from End Game Tuna Gear.  

 

 $50 KTP Gift Certificates - Kittery Trading Post takes 

pride in offering the finest goods and service to enhance your 

time outdoors. From our selection of quality brands and products 

to the knowledge and personal service of our staff, we continual-

ly strive to maintain your confidence and trust. Thank you for 

your patronage.  

 

L.T. Marine Commercial Tuna Swim Hook - Just what you need 

to help revive your fish and get better coin for your catch. Designed, and tested with 

valuable input from successful giant tuna fishermen. Made from certified American 

Made solid 316 stainless steel and 100% manufactured in the U.S.A., it’s designed 

to stand up to the rigors of commercial giant tuna fishing and is strong enough to 

hoist your fish over the gunwale using a gin pole! $140 

 

Adirondack Chair - Sit back, relax and enjoy the comfort of a custom-made, exclu-

sive Casco Bay Bonanza Adirondack chair made and provided by CMCC Building Con-

struction Technology.  

 

Greenworks 2000-PSI 1.2-GPM Cold Water Electric Pressure 

Washer - Heavy-duty household cleaning requires tools that are as serious as you are. 

This powerful pressure washer helps eliminate headaches and hassles as effectively as it 

does dirt, grime and any other determined detritus. Detailed design allows you to handle 

with ease, and a 25-foot hose proves to be a staunch partner for every job. $179  

 

1 Dozen Live Lobsters - Winning bidder will receive a gift certificate for a 

dozen lobsters from our sponsors at Free Range Fish and Lobster.   



 



 

 

Captain’s Bucket -   We’re auctioning off one HUK bucket complete with all the 

SWAG our captains get, including an L.T. Marine engraved tumbler, Hot Tuna towels, 

Bottleneck gaiters, Gorilla Grip gloves, hats, shirts and lots more. Total value $400.   

Weekend Cabin Rental -  Spend a weekend in the wilds of Maine snowmo-

biling, ice fishing or cross-country skiing, then return to a cozy cabin and visit the 

restaurant and bar at Lake Parlin Lodge and Cabins. ($450)   

Cornhole Set - Handmade and generously donated by head weighmaster Brian 

Jones, this set of cornhole boards is sure to be a hit. 

 

Outdoor Gear - There will be lots of great items from our 

sponsors at Bass Pro Shops - Cabela’s for you to bid on.  

 

200 Gallons of Diesel - Thanks to our friends at Vessel Services, you can 

fill up and be ready to fish.      

AUCTION ITEMS 

 



Guidelines for Landing Your Fish 

  While you’re welcome to fish 
wherever you like, all fish to be 
entered must be brought to the 
official tournament weigh station 
at Spring Point Marina during 
open scale hours.  

In order to be eligible, heads and 
tails must remain attached. You 
are also advised to bring innards 
and gill plates as they are included 
in total weight.   

Please notify weighmasters by phone or VHF channel 8 
as soon as a fish is landed, and provide an ETA.   

Weighmasters 

 Brian Jones – 207 - 310 - 8814 

 Steve Selleck – 207 - 653 - 7315 

 Shawn Tibbetts  - 207 - 502 - 0368  

 Walt Golet – 207 - 351 - 5413 

Please do not attempt to contact weighmasters outside 
of scale hours (see rules for scale hours). 

Upon arrival, tie up to the service dock at Spring Point 
Marina and notify weighmaster. All fish will be weighed 
in order of arrival.  

Caution is advised when nearing weigh station as the 
channel is very narrow and shallow at low tide. 

Once they are done and you have signed your weight 
slip, the fish is yours to do with as you please. Buyers 
will be onsite to accept fish.  

Important: We will be making regular broadcasts of 

tournament standings on VHF Channel 8. If you choose 
to land your fish at another location because it will not 
place, we ask that you still report your fish to the tour-
nament weighmaster. When participating in the tour-
nament, you are fishing under our permit, and NOAA 
Fisheries requires that we report all fish caught by par-
ticipants.  

Remember, your fish represents a valuable source of 
information to the scientific community, which is trying 
to learn more about the population movements and 
status of the resource we value so dearly. Scientists will 
be on hand to collect biological samples from all fish 
landed.  

FMI, visit the Gulf of Maine Research Institute at:  

https://www.gmri.org 

Service Dock 

Weigh Station 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s as if it has been in your family for generations. 

KENNEBUNKPORT & PORTLAND • 207.467.3688  



The Bluefin Initiative 

    The overriding objective of the Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza is giving 

back to our community, and not just the community colleges. We also 

want to help the fishermen and the seafood industry whose participa-

tion is so important to meeting our objectives.  

    When the pandemic struck, it created economic hardships for many, 

including Maine’s commercial tuna fleet. After years of sacrifice and 

conservative management and harvest, the resource turned a huge cor-

ner and was finally recovering. Government agencies and non-profit 

conservation groups alike declared the fishery as sustainable and grow-

ing. Groundfishermen and lobstermen were able to improvise by selling 

directly to consumers, but tuna must be handled differently and the tu-

na market has depended primarily on major population centers and 

overseas exports, all of which were shut down. 

    We responded by establishing the Bluefin Initiative, creating and pro-

moting local markets and educating local consumers about our sustaina-

ble, artisan fishery. The concept quickly caught on and several compa-

nies were able to develop markets, buying from Maine fishermen and 

selling to local consumers. In the short term, we helped fishermen and 

their families who rely on this resource for their livelihood. In the long 

term, we could reduce our dependency on out of state and overseas 

markets, keeping money in our local economy. 

Bluefin and Bunker   - original 

artwork by renowned fish paint-

er Stanley Meltzoff  - Official 

artwork for the 2021 Casco Bay 

Bluefin Bonanza - was donated 

by Silverfish Press.  

www.SilverfishPress.com 

The Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza would like to offer special thanks to the local lob-

stermen who donated all the lobsters for our event, but asked to remain anony-

mous. 



While You’re Out There… 
  Sharks can be a real nuisance when you’re tuna fishing but you could 

turn a negative into a positive by enrolling in the National Marine Fish-

eries Service Cooperative Shark Tagging Program.  Data from tagging 

programs provide valuable information on migration and the extent of 

fish movements and an important means to increase our biological un-

derstanding of sharks and to obtain information for rational resource 

management. The tagging of sharks provides information on stock identity, movements and migration 

(including rates and routes), abundance, age and growth (including verification and validation of age-

determination methods), mortality, and behavior. FMI, please contact: Apex Predators Program, NOAA 

Fisheries/NEFSC, 28 Tarzwell Drive, 

Narragansett, RI 02882-1199 USA or visit https://www.nefsc.noaa.gov/nefsc/Narragansett/sharks/

tagging.html  

Why We Do It 

Our scholarship recipients can explain better than anyone why we do what we do.  

“My course load is such that I am only working part time. The scholarship helped me to pay back school expenses that I put on 
my credit card, buying the necessary tools for my classes and later my career as a plumber. “  - Cody H. 

“I greatly appreciate the investment you have made in me and plan to make full use of this to finish my schooling.” - Lucas H. 

“May parents have always told me to make a great life for myself. This scholarship will help me tremendously in my efforts to 
pursue higher education.” - Justin G. 

“I am delighted to hear I was selected to receive the Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza Scholarship. As a dedicated angler I am doubly 
honored.” - Everett H. 

“I look forward to giving back to my community and making a difference in the lives of children through this work.” - Kristene J. 

“I would like to let you know that you have supported me in a life change that will carry on for generations through my chil-
dren.” - Shaun R. 

“This award has greatly reduced our financial burden and will allow me to stay focused on my goals.—Matthew S. 

“This scholarship helps me out as I had to lose a few workdays to be able to attend classes.—Hunter C. 

“Having grown up around lakes and the ocean I understand how important it is to protect Maine’s fishing industries and ecosys-
tems. - Katherine M.  

“I am incredibly thankful for the opportunity and am thrilled to have gotten this scholarship!” - Justin N. 

“I appreciate your assistance and will continue to strive to make the most of the educational opportunities afforded to me in 
part by this scholarship.” - T.A.  



Share Your Photos/Videos 

 

 

 

 

Photos and videos help us tell a story and provide an oppor-
tunity to share all the fun and excitement of our event. 
Please send your photos to bluefinbonanza@gmail.com or 
contact a committee member for instructions on how to up-
load videos. And thank you for being a part in the Casco Bay 
Bluefin Bonanza.    



RULES 
Note: In the event of RFDs, alternate rules will be in effect. 

General Compliance 

Tournament participants are responsible for obtaining and becoming familiar with tournament rules and all applicable State 
and Federal laws, rules and regulations.  

All Tournament participants must be in full legal compliance with Maine Department of Marine Resources and NOAA/ National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) regulations and must possess any and all state and federal licenses and permits required by 
these agencies. 

All entrants must be properly licensed to fish in the Atlantic Tunas General Category or HMS Charter/Headboat Category with 
commercial endorsement under NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) regulations and must have required safety 
equipment. Note: All vessels must also possess a Maine Landing Permit. 

Location  

There are no limitations on fishing area, except that tournament participants 
must fish in a location that allows fish to be landed at Spring Point Marina. 

          Weather 

There is no weather committee. The decision to fish is that of the captains and 
participants, and is strictly at their own risk. Upon signing the Waiver of Damag-
es, the Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza Tournament cannot be held liable.   

  

          Fishing 

Fishing may commence (lines in) Thursday, August 5 at 12:01 a.m. and will conclude (lines out) at 4:00 p.m. Saturday, August 7. 

All hookups should be reported or relayed to the Tournament Weighmaster as soon as possible when the fish is hooked. 
Tournament channel - 8 

A second report or relay to the Weighmaster should be made once the fish is boated 
(subdued, tail-roped and is hanging from or lying on the deck of the vessel).   

All participants are expected to operate in the spirit of cooperation and fair play. At 
the request of a boat fighting a fish, all others must stay clear.  

General Category Rules apply with the following exceptions: a) no electric harpoons, 
b) no aerial reconnaissance allowed and c) all tuna are to be hooked, fought and 
brought to boat side only by manually operated rod and reel (hand line or conven-
tional harpoon prohibited except cockpit harpoon may be used to land fish). Power 
driven reels or devices of any kind are prohibited, except when used as kite rods or 
for physically disabled anglers with committee approval. This includes, but is not 
limited to motor, hydraulic or electrically driven devices. Fish may be fought from 
the rod holder or freestanding. Fish may be fought by multiple anglers. 

All tuna must measure 73 inches curved fork length (CFL) or greater to be eligible for 
entry in this category. 

IMPORTANT 

Federal regulations require that all ves-

sels participating in an HMS tourna-

ment must report all HMS caught dur-

ing the tournament, whether landed or 

released. Please report any and all HMS 

that are caught and released to the 

weighmaster or a tournament official.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you looking for that “good-old-fashioned,” family-owned hardware store 

that you know you can trust? One that offers all the supplies, services, and 

materials you need? 

Well you’ve found it! Here at Eldredge Lumber and Hardware we’ve been serving the York County, 

Maine community and beyond since 1937. We work with our customers to offer the best quality prod-

ucts at competitive prices. From a large contract job to a small, do-it-yourself project, we’re certain 

you’ll find just what you need, right here at Eldredge Lumber and Hardware. 

Where else can you go to get doors and windows, a new floor, food for the animals, organic plants & 

fertilizer, honey, seeds, Mrs. Meyer’s soap, paint, coffee filters, nails… AND leave with a sense of the 

local community all in one stop? Not to mention friendly service from an experienced staff that has 

been there for many, many years. 

WWW.ELDREDGELUMBER.COM 



Weigh-in 

Tournament Weighmasters are available Thursday and Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., and Saturday from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. ONLY. 

• Brian Jones @ (207) 310-8814  • Walt Golet @ (207) 351-5413  

Tournament scales will close at 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, August 7, 2021, and all ves-
sels with fish to be weighed must be inside Spring Point Light by 5 p.m. and tied to 
the scales dock at Spring Point Marina (rafting is acceptable) by 6:00 p.m. Any ves-
sel with a fish to be weighed that is not tied or rafted to the scales dock by 6:00 
p.m. will not be accepted (Tournament committee discretion).   

All eligible fish must be weighed at Spring Point Marina and must be delivered on 
the tournament registered vessel upon which it was boated.  

In order to be eligible, heads and tails must be left on prior to weighing.  

Fish will be weighed by the tail using a tail rope provided by the Tournament.  

Participants are asked (and advised) to bring innards and gill plates. They will be 
weighed separately and included in the final weight, if detached. 

Please cooperate with the Weighmaster in filling and returning your weigh-in slips. 
Please do not leave the weigh stand until your slip is filled in and signed.  

By signing the weight slip you acknowledge that you have accepted the weight of 
your fish as final and correct. In the event of a tie in weight, any prize due will be 
awarded to the first fish weighed by the official Tournament scales.  

All tuna are subject to examination by the Tournament Rules Committee.  

Any fish found to have bullet wounds or any unnatural damage will be disqualified 
(This does not include gaff and/or harpoon marks).  

Disposal of fish and/or fish parts is the responsibility of the angler after the Weighmaster releases the fish. DO NOT dump fish 
entrails and/or heads at the marina. In most cases innards and head will be retained by weighmaster to researchers for research 
purposes and then become their responsibility for disposal. 

Once released by the weighmaster, participants may sell their catch dockside to the local buyer of their choice. 

In accordance with NOAA Fisheries regulations, all vessels participating in the Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza must report all HMS 
(tuna and sharks) caught during the tournament, whether they are landed or released. Please report any and all HMS that are 
caught and released to the weighmaster or a tournament official.  

Note: When traveling in Portland Harbor, the Tournament committee requests that all vessels observe State of Maine rules and 
regulations. Please obey ‘No Wake Zones’ and be mindful of lobster traps when traveling the inner and outer harbor waters.  

Closure 

If, at any time during the Tournament, NMFS declares that the quota is filled and fishing must cease, buyers place a moratorium 
on buying fish or tournament dates fall within restricted fishing days, the tournament will be concluded and awards presented 
that evening. In the event of an early conclusion, please direct all questions/concerns to the Rules Committee.   

 

F/V 

WINGNUT 



Awards 

Prize distribution will be awarded for tournament year 2021 as follows: 1st Place: $7,500 plus trophy for (1) year; 2nd Place: 
$4,000; 3rd Place: $2,500; 4th Place: $1,500; 5th Place: $1,000; Greatest cumulative weight: $1,000.    

If all 60 entry slots are not filled, prize money will be reduced proportionately.  

In the event of NO FISH, all prize money will be added to the 2021 Tournament. If only one (1) fish is landed, $16,500 and tro-
phy for (1) year will be awarded. If less than five (5) fish are caught, all prize winnings will be awarded proportionately 

 

Issues/Conflicts 

A person or vessel is ineligible to obtain or possess any type of award or certification associated with this tournament unless 
the fish submitted for consideration is caught legally and under compliance of tournament rules and State and Federal laws.  

In the event that one or more rule(s) provision(s) appear to be in conflict, the most restrictive rule applies and is to be deter-
mined by the Tournament Rules Committee.  

All landed fish are subject to examination by the Tournament Rules Committee and/or Weighmaster. 

The Tournament Rules Committee has final and sole authority to resolve questions and/or issues that arise. All committee deci-
sions are final. Protests must be in writing and submitted by the close of scales on Saturday, August 7, 2021. 

Protests/Grievances - Protests shall be called to the attention of the Rules Committee via radio, by contacting the telephone 
numbers provided, or in person upon arrival at the dock. Protests must be written in detail and turned into the Rules Com-
mittee by 8:30 p.m. the day of the incident (exception: Saturday, August 7, 2021 by 6:00 p.m.). All decisions made by the Rules 
Committee are final.  





Pelagic Fisheries Lab (UMaine/GMRI) 

    

The support we get 

from the tourna-

ment helps to pro-

vide experience 

and training to the 

next generation of 

fisheries biologists/

scientists. 

— Walt Golet 

    Highly migratory species, including the tunas, sharks and 

billfish represent a group of the world’s most sought after 

commercial and recreational fish.  Species like bluefin tuna 

have been the focus for some of the world’s most promi-

nent figures, for instance Aristotle wrote extensively about 

bluefin tuna more than 2,000 years ago, while images of 

this fish have been painted onto ancient cave walls, 

stamped into currency and been the subject for countless 

books and works of art.  While originally used only as a local 

source of food, bluefin tuna fishing has evolved into a glob-

al commercial and recreational business supporting tens of 

thousands of jobs and injecting tens of millions into local 

economies around the Atlantic.  As with any harvested spe-

cies, our ability to manage it successfully depends solely on 

the information we have about its life history (e.g., growth, 

age, migration, foraging).  Complex mathematical programs 

are the foundation for assessing how a population of animals 

is doing including how many we can take annually to ensure 

long-term sustainability, but the value of those assessments is 

directly related to the amount and quality of information that 

go into them.   

    To learn more about these animals and provide the most 

robust stock assessment and management advice, research 

labs around the globe are trying to improve our understanding 

of species like bluefin tuna to ensure the long-term sustaina-

bility of this and all fish harvested for commercial or recrea-

tional purposes.  Specific aspects of biology including longevi-

ty, age structure, stock structure, foraging ecology, age of re-

production, migration/habitat use and more are essential.  

What’s more, many of these things can change from year to 

year and so require annual monitoring.  As technology and the 

techniques to study these animals progress, so too does our 

ability to ask and answer more complex questions.   To that 

end, the field of genetics is growing at an unprecedented rate 

as is the amount of information we can get from it.  An ex-

citing and new project is utilizing this technology in order to 

provide the first ever absolute estimates of abundance, for 

bluefin tuna, that is a calculated number of bluefin tuna in the 

Atlantic.  This is a first of its kind study in the Atlantic and has 

the potential to be a game changer, answering fundamental 

questions about reproduction and mortality that have, to this 

point, eluded us.   

    The Pelagic Fisheries Lab works with commercial and recrea-

tional partners, including tournaments like the Casco Bay Blue-

fin Bonanza to obtain critical samples from landed fish, sam-

ples that can be used to answer all the questions posed in the 

paragraphs above, especially this cutting-edge genetic work.  

The great thing about this work is we can collect all these sam-

ples from the part of the fish that are thrown away.  Samples 

include muscle, stomachs, liver, otoliths, eye lenses, and when 

possible the application of conventional and electronic tags.  

The following are the bits and pieces of information we can 

obtain. 



 

 



Age/Growth- Using small crystals in the base of the skull and 

using similar approaches used for trees, we can count the rings 

in these structures and estimate age for every fish caught.  If 

we know the lengths of the fish and the age, we can use that 

to estimate growth over time.   

 

 

 

 

 

Foraging/Diet- We can assess 

what these animals have been 

eating by analyzing the con-

tents of their stomachs or the 

specific chemical signatures in 

their muscle, liver and blood 

to look at foraging as far back 

as a year from when they 

were caught.  This can tell us 

what prey are the most important and ensure there is always 

enough food for them.         

Stock Structure- Understanding 

which individual fish belong to 

which population is one of the 

most important aspects of fish-

ery management.  We and our 

collaborators use three tools to 

do this including the chemistry of 

the otoliths (structures used for 

aging), and eye lens, and the 

specific genetic markers from the 

muscle tissue.  This allows us, for example, to determine if a 

fish landed off the coast of Maine was spawned in the Gulf of 

Mexico or the Mediterranean Sea.     

Movement/Migration- 

We use several different 

types of tags to track 

these fish including tradi-

tional/conventional plas-

tic and more sophisticat-

ed electronic tags to de-

termine where these fish 

travel and at what times 

of the year they enter their spawning grounds or cross man-

agement zones. 

Reproduction/Abundance

- Using reproductive tis-

sues and genetic tech-

niques we can assess 

when these fish spawn for 

the first time (often used 

to set minimum sizes) and 

estimate total population 

abundance (both novel 

discoveries).   

     All this scientific information has direct application to the 

fishery.  Ages, diet analysis, stock composition and more are 

included in the assessment and management of this species or 

the species this fish preys on (e.g., Atlantic herring Atlantic 

menhaden) submitted to the National Marine Fisheries Service 

and eventually the International Commission for the Conserva-

tion of Atlantic Tunas, the international governing body that 

manages all tunas, billfish and sharks throughout the Atlantic.   

    In addition to the physical scientific work, the Pelagic Fisher-

ies Lab serves as a training ground for students interested in 

the field of fisheries biology, fisheries science and fisheries 

management.  Internships, technicians, and graduate student 

positions are available to interested students to acquire the 

hands-on skills needed to enter the professional field and be-

come the next generation of leaders who will continue the 

wise stewardship of this resource.  The Pelagic Fisheries Lab 

also participates in the Gulf of Maine Research Institutes Lab 

Venture program, a free and unique marine biology experi-

ence for the state of 

Maine’s 5th and 6th grad-

ers.  Samples collected 

from the fisheries are part 

of these demonstrations 

to illustrate what species 

live in the Gulf of Maine 

and how scientists go 

about ensuring their sus-

tainability.  Samples are 

also used in demonstra-

tions to area schools and 

for students at the Univer-

sity of Maine.      

Your contributions help ensure our 

fishery remains sustainable. 



  There’s a saying among fishermen that if you want 

to make a little money tuna fishing, start with a lot. 

It’s meant to be somewhat tongue-in-cheek but 

there’s more than a grain of truth to that assertion. 

    Those who do it know that tuna fishing is an expen-

sive proposition. The cost of owning and maintaining 

a boat alone is substantial. When you add things like 

fuel, bait, tackle and other specialized equipment it 

climbs even higher. According to a NOAA Fisheries 

economic assessment, average cost is around $800 

per day. That doesn’t include boat payments, slip fees 

and general maintenance and repairs. So how much 

do you need to cover costs? 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In recent 

years, aver-

age price for 

a bluefin tu-

na is slightly 

below $7.00/

lb. Average 

weight is 

around 340 pounds, so the average gross return is 

$2,300. If you catch a fish on one out of every three 

trips, you’ll cover costs. 

    With apologies to Dr. Seuss, maybe tuna fishing, 

perhaps… means a little bit more. The true reward, I 

guess, is not the price of a pound of flesh. It’s the  

time that we spend miles offshore, away from the din 

of our daily chore. It’s the preparation and the pulse-

pounding excitement, that ends with disappointment 

and sometimes delightment. It’s not what we bring 

home in an insulated box, to be hoisted on high and 

sold on the docks. We dream of great riches but really 

instead, maybe the real prize is what we bring home 

in our heart and our head.    

How to Get Rich Catching Tuna Fish 

Bluefin anglers set to sea with dreams of lucrative catches, but how much do they really take home? 

If you're looking for fresh seafood pulled right from 

Portland, Maine's ocean, come to Free Range Fish & 

Lobster. You'll love our wide selection of seafood and 

groceries. Our friendly, knowledgeable staff can an-

swer questions about any of our products. We'll go out 

of our way to make sure you have an ideal experience 

at our store. 

 

Bring home a delicious meal from our shop today. We 

look forward to seeing you at Free Range Fish & Lob-

ster soon.  

WWW.FREERANGEFISH.COM 
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Thank you to all our generous donors for their support. 

Sponsors and donors are critical to our success. Please take a moment to read 
through the list of individuals and businesses who contributed. When you get a 
chance, please thank them for us, and consider patronizing their businesses.  



As a first-class tuna tournament, the Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza combines highly-skilled anglers from all 

over the northeast in a contest of competition, comradery and fun. We also understand the importance and 

reward of giving back to our communities. As an independent, non-profit, 501(c)(3) charitable organiza-

tion, the Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza Tuna Tournament is committed to the purpose of raising and ex-

pending funds in support of educational scholarships to deserving individuals. To that end, all donations 

made by charity auction participants, raffle ticket buyers and our sponsors will go toward a scholarship 

fund to support students in Maine’s community college and technical school system, the graduates of 

which will ultimately enter the work force and contribute meaningfully to our community. 
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End Game Tuna Gear 
Most fish are lost at the boat, because the crew is either not 

ready or they don't have the proper gear for the end game. 

Don't be behind the 8 ball at end game. It's not yours until it's 

tied off. We sell tuna and swordfish darts (rigged or unrigged) 

and commercial cockpit harpoons. We also offer 9 thread, super-

haul harpoon line with a dart snap, 40" A1 red buoy, and a 

heavy duty milk crate. Plus an 11 ft 7/16 nylon tail/tow rope. Shipping is available! Contact: endgame-

tunagear@gmail.com for pricing.  




