
Official newsletter of the Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza     Spring, 2021 

We’re Gonna Need a Bigger Board 
 

     So much has happened already that we figured 
we’d better fill you in. The calendar year kicked off 
with the official opening of registration. Anticipating 
modest interest, our committee chose to open reg-
istration for all vessels rather than starting with a 
grace period for returning boats. 

    The response was incredible, to say the least. 
After the initial surge, we increased our limit from 
40 to 50 boats. Registrations kept pouring in, so we 
increased to 60, and reached that level by January 
8! We now have a waiting list with several more. 
We wish we could take all comers but this dramatic 
and unexpected growth is already taxing our infra-
structure and our budget. 

    The good news is we’re also increasing payouts. 
You’ll see a modest increase this year and we plan 
on bumping them up again in 2022 if interest re-
mains high. In the meantime, we’ve added another 
award category, for most cumulative weight over 
the Tournament’s three days.  

    After some logistical delays, all of our scholarships 
have now been awarded. Thanks to the support of 
our donors and participants, 21 students from 7 
schools in Maine’s Community College system are 
now reaping the benefit of the Bonanza. Mean-
while, we’re working with several schools to estab-
lish workplace visits and internships that will get the 
students out and into the workplace at a time when 
their skills are in great need. It’s all part of our effort 
to give back and build stronger communities. 

 

 
WWW.BLUEFINBONANZA.ORG 

Got Shirts? 

We’ll have a variety of new tournament 
shirts available this year. If you didn’t order 
extras when registering you can still get 
some for friends and family by ordering di-
rectly from us, through our online store and 
at the tourna-
ment. If you 
have special 
sizing require-
ments please 
let us know 
well ahead of 
time and we’ll 
try to have a 
supply on 
hand. We also 
have some leftover shirts and hats from the 
past two tournaments that you can pur-
chase through our online store.   



Tournament apparel generously provided by: 

    The future remains uncertain but at this point we are plan-

ning on a return to something resembling normal by this sum-

mer. With that in mind we intend to hold a Captain’s Meeting, 

social hour, raffles and fundraising auction on the eve of the 

Tournament, Wednesday, August, 4.  

SCHEDULE 

6:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.   Vessel Arrival 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dockage is available at standard rates through Port Harbor 

Marine. 

4:00 - 5:00 p.m.  Social Hour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy craft beer and locally distilled spirits while you visit with 

sponsors, vendors and friends, enter raffles and bid on silent 

auction items. 

5:00 p.m. Captain’s Check-in and Meeting (Mandatory) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Captains arrive, check-in and receive their Tournament pack-

age and a Captain’s bucket. Each boat must have a representa-

tive present for a review of the rules and a brief Q&A period. 

5:30 p.m. Live and Silent Auctions 

 

Here’s your chance to pick up 

some cool items while helping 

a great cause. 

 

 

 

6:00 p.m. Buffet Dinner Sponsored by Red Claw  

Dig in to a traditional Maine 

lobster dinner hosted by Red 

Claw. While you eat, we’ll be 

pulling Bucket Raffles and 

drawings - must be present to 

win. Each tournament regis-

trant will receive two meal 

tickets. Additional tickets are 

$20.  

Together Again? 



  This year’s fundraisers include more of the same, 

and a whole lot more. 

      Again, we’ll be running a ticket raffle for a  ready

-to-fish outfit including an SBT Long 80 bent-butt 

rod from Saco Bay Tackle and a Penn130 reel loaded 

with backing and top-shot. You can order tickets 

online or from any of our committee members. 

 

   Our ongoing, 

online auction 

will include some 

great items like a 

long weekend 

stay at an 

oceanside camp 

in Sebasco, gen-

erously donated 

by Greg Burns. Visit our website for details. 

  

 

   Our friends from L.T. Ma-

rine will be on hand at the 

Captain’s Meeting with a 

selection of harpoons, gaffs 

and swim hooks for auction 

and for sale.          

 

 

 

     

 

    We’ll also be auctioning a Trident rod and bent 

butt from our generous sponsors at Reel Easy. 

 

 

     

 

 

 

  There will also be plenty of cool stuff from our other sponsors 

online and at the event.  

 

Winner, Winner 



Come on Down 

If you’re not out fishing, feel free to swing by the scales, watch the fish being landed and 

weighed and learn all kinds of cool things about bluefin tuna. As always, Dr. Walt Golet 

and his team will be on hand collecting samples from fish brought to the scales. Walt has 

a wealth of information that he is always willing to share with interested onlookers.  

More Bucks for Your Bluefin 

    Bluefin tuna can be worth a lot of money, but only when han-

dled properly to maintain quality and appearance. How you 

handle your fish will influence how much its worth and how 

willing fish dealers are to buy your catch; and they can easily 

recognize when fish have been improperly handled. For more 

advice check out Proper Handling of Bluefin at Sea on our web-

site: www.bluefinbonanza.org 

Bluefin Tuna… 

… can raise their body temperature through a specialized 
blood vessel structure called a countercurrent exchanger 
that allows them to maintain a body temperature higher 
than the surrounding water.  

… can live for 35 years based on current data, though it’s 
been theorized that they could live as long as 50 years. 

… can reach speeds of 40 miles per 
hour, thanks to strong core muscles 
used for power and a streamlined 
“torpedo” shaped body to reduce wa-
ter resistance. 

… can dive to depths of 3,301 feet, 
where they feed on marine inverte-
brates like squid and crustaceans. 



 

Captain’s Meeting: Aug. 4 

Fishing Days: Aug. 5-7 

 2021 
Full Schedule 

Wednesday, August 4, 2021 

6:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.   Vessel Arrival 

4:00 - 5:00 p.m.  Social Hour  

5:00 p.m.  Captain’s Check-in and Meeting (Mandatory) 

5:30 p.m. Live and Silent Auctions       

6:00 p.m. Buffet Dinner  

Thursday, August 5, 2021 

12:01 a.m. Fishing Begins. Lines in the water and anglers 
may fish continuously until 4:00 p.m., August 8. 

Friday, August 6, 2021 

12:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - Fishing continues. 

Saturday, August 8, 2021 

4:00 p.m. Fishing Closes (Lines out)  

5:00 p.m. Dinner Available  

Standard cook-out fare with continued selections of beer 
and spirits.   

6:00 p.m. Official Scales Close 

Tournament scales close at 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, August 
7, 2021. All vessels with fish to be weighed must be inside 
Spring Point Light by 5 p.m. and tied to the scales dock at 
Spring Point Marina (rafting is acceptable) by 6:00 p.m. Any 
vessel with a fish to be weighed that is not tied or rafted to 
the scales dock by 6:00 p.m. will not be accepted 
(Tournament committee discretion).   

7:00 p.m.    Awards Ceremony 

Tournament Awards 

First Place - $6,250 and the Casco Cup 

Second Place - $3,250 

Third Place - $1,500 

Fourth Place - $1,000 

Fifth Place - $500 

Greatest Cumulative Weight—$1,000 

It’s Not Just About Scholarships 

Just the fishing during last year’s tournament con-

tributed over $180,000 to the local economy. 

* Average trip cost (NOAA data): $823  

(includes ice, food, bait, fuel, captain/crew) 

*  40 boats x 3 trips (days) x $823 = $98,760 

* Average price for bluefin $6.86/pound 

*  An average landing of 20 fish totaling 9,694 lbs x 
$6.86/lb. = $66,500.84 

 * Registration fee: 40 boats x $400 = $16,000 

   Total = $181,260.84 

The Foundation for Maine’s Community Colleges is dedicated to 
ensuring that the state’s seven community colleges have the 
resources they need to provide a high quality, affordable, and 
accessible college education for Maine people. In addition to 
providing $1,000 scholarships to 2 students from each of  
Maine’s 7 community colleges through the Foundation, The 
Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza has also established an endowment 
that, once filled, will provide scholarships in perpetuity.  

Learn more by contacting: 

The Foundation for Maine’s Community Colleges 
54 Lighthouse Circle 
South Portland, ME 04106 
207.321.6151 


