
 



Offering transportation, warehousing, distribution and brokerage services to multinational conglomerates and small family-

owned businesses alike, we, the second generation of Moore's, value our employees and our customer relationships. From the 

dispatch office to our drivers and maintenance staff, service is our culture. 



   When the dust finally settled and the last Batson River brew was poured, all who participated agreed that 
the inaugural Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza was an overwhelming success. Support for the endeavor was also over-
whelming, with donations of cash, goods and services from more than 75 different individuals and businesses. The 
generosity from our community and beyond far exceeded our expectations. In our first year we were able to pro-
vide generous scholarships to students from each of Maine’s 7 community colleges, and still have enough left over 
to support vital bluefin research. The future certainly looked bright for a bigger and better Bonanza.  

 Our bigger, more involved and experienced committee was well on its way to planning the second annual 
event. Instead of chasing them down, sponsors were coming to us and asking how they could help our great cause. 
Fishermen were asking, “When is the tournament?” and “When do I need to sign up?” Dates were locked in and 
logistics all but taken care of. We just needed to line up our sponsors and donors and the planning would have been 
in the books. We all know what happened next.   

 Almost overnight things changed and the world became a very different place. But Mainers are resilient 
folks, particularly those who spend time on, and derive a living from the sea. We all hunkered down and waited out 
the storm, and when the clouds cleared and a dim ray of sunlight filtered down we sprung back into action.  

 The first step was deciding whether or not to hold the event given the circumstances. That decision was 
made easier by you, our sponsors, donors and mostly, Maine’s commercial tuna fishing fleet who urged us to carry 
on in the face of adversity, despite the economic hardships and tenuous market conditions.  It seemed we all need-
ed something to look forward to, a ray of hope and a return to something approaching normal.  

 It is with all that in mind that we are proud to bring you the Second Annual Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza. For 
reasons beyond our control, we will not be able to provide the Auction and Raffle event that so many of you raved 
about last year. But our donors and sponsors offered enough support to keep our boat afloat, and interest in partic-
ipation has surpassed last year. Now we can only hope for fair winds, calm seas and plenty of good luck. Catchem 
up. 
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What it’s All About 

   While we’re all here to have an enjoyable time on land and 

sea, the overriding purpose of the Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza 

is to raise money.  

Scholarships 

  The focus of Maine’s current economic development plan is 

attracting people and adding skills and talent to a workforce 

that is shrinking every year. There are 185,000 Mainers who 

have some college, but no degree, who could put themselves 

in a position for higher earnings if they could get access to the 

right program. The state’s community college system is serving 

that need for thousands of Mainers, but its most sought-after 

programs too often have to turn potential students away. 

Helping more workers acquire the skills and credentials would 

allow them to command more in the job market.  

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  That’s where you come in. Results from our inaugural event 

far exceeded our, and most everyone else’s expectations. 

Thanks to the generosity of our sponsors and those who par-

ticipated in our auctions and raffles we were able to provide 

enough money to the Foundation for Maine’s Community Col-

leges that will allow them to award a $1,000 scholarship to 

one student from each of Maine’s seven community colleges.  

But wait, there’s more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  We were also able to make a donation to Dr. Molly Lutcavage 

and the Large Pelagics Research Center in support of their re-

search on Bluefin tuna. Their Tag A Tiny is a cooperative tag-

ging program for juvenile bluefin tuna. It was started in 2006 

by the LPRC, led by Dr. Molly Lutcavage who recognized the 

need to identify migration paths and habitats of juvenile  blue-

fin tuna in the northwest Atlantic. Their year-long movements 

were unknown, and large data gaps for small fish were (and 

still are) an impediment to understanding the stock’s trajecto-

ry. The initial objective of Tag a Tiny was to determine the fea-

sibility of developing a network of cooperative fishermen tag-

gers in a region where commercial fishing for juveniles no 

longer occurred, and where scientific tagging via purse seine 

or bait boat was highly improbable. The model worked, and to 

this day, the program enlists recreational anglers and charter 

boat captains to catch, measure, tag and release juvenile blue-

fin with conventional, double-barbed nylon “spaghetti” ID tags 

purchased from The Billfish Foundation. FMI go to 

www.tunalab.org  

Connections   

Our reach goes beyond 

scholarships. Harrison 

Bowen of Durham, 

Maine is enrolled in the 

Marine Sciences program 

at Southern Maine Com-

munity College. While 

waiting for the fall se-

mester he spent his sum-

mer working as a mate aboard the F/V Falcon IV. 





 

Schedule of Events 
Wednesday, August 5, 2020 
 

6:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.   Vessel Arrival 

Dockage is available at standard rates through Port Harbor Marine. 

 

4:00 - 6:00 p.m.  Captain’s Check-in and Meeting (Mandatory) 

Captains arrive, check-in and receive their Tournament package and a Captain’s buck-
et. Each boat must have a representative present for a review of the rules and a brief 
Q&A period. 

 

Thursday, August 6, 2020 
12:01 a.m. Fishing Begins.  

Lines in the water and anglers may fish continuously until 4:00 p.m., August 8. 

 

Friday, August 7, 2019 
12:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. - Fishing continues. 
 

Saturday, August 8, 2019 
4:00 p.m. Fishing Closes (Lines out)  

6:00 p.m. Official Scales Close 

Tournament scales close at 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, August 8, 2020. All vessels with 
fish to be weighed must be inside Spring Point Light by 5 p.m. and tied to the scales 
dock at Spring Point Marina (rafting is acceptable) by 6:00 p.m. Any vessel with a 
fish to be weighed that is not tied or rafted to the scales dock by 6:00 p.m. will not 
be accepted (Tournament committee discretion).   

 

 

7:00 p.m.    Awards Ceremony 

Given the circumstances we’re still not sure what this will consist of but we hope as 
many of you as possible will show up to congratulate the winning captains. 

Tournament Awards 

First Place - $6,250 and the Casco Cup 

Second Place - $3,250 

Third Place - $1,500 

Fourth Place - $1,000 

Fifth Place - $500 

Smallest Fish - $250 



 
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      2019   Awards 

First Place: Capt. Kurt 

Christensen, Molly 

Jane, 724 lbs., 109.25” 

Second Place: Capt. 

Keith Jordan, Bailey & 

Bella, 578 lbs., 

101.25” 

Third Place: Capt. 

Kevin Lord, Square 

Footage, 523.5 lbs., 

97” 

Fourth Place: Capt. 

Eric Knight, Ivy Jean, 

498.5 lbs., 94.5” 

Smallest Fish: Capt. 

Jordan Caron, Pan-

dion, 197 lbs., 

Fifth Place: Capt. Ian 

Bexon, Sara Ann, 

427.5 lbs., 92” 



AUCTION ITEMS 
Reel Easy Trident Custom Rod - The Trident 80/130  is a 130 rod 

tapered to an 80 tip that was designed specifically for and by bluefin tuna fish-

erman of New England. Its light tip ensures your hookup with less pulled hooks 

and tackle failure than the stiffer 130 rods on the market. Then, the forgiving blank helps you battle wild 

headshakes or a rough sea, keeping the rod loaded and the line tight. The Trident puts you in control of 

your fish, not the other way around  

L.T. Marine Harpoon  This two-piece cockpit harpoon features one-inch dia. 

6061-T6 aluminum with a rough textured non slip grip, diamond-hard Mil-A-8625 type 3 

hard coat anodized finish,18-inch, 7/16" diameter dart shaft made from marine grade 316 

stainless steel, end cap made from marine grade 316 stainless steel with stainless steel eye

-bolt for rigging, 2 lb. head made from marine grade 316 stainless steel. Head, end cap, 

and coupler are permanently attached and sealed with o-rings to prevent water intrusion 

and corrosion. Comes with a traditional bronze tuna dart rigged with Dyneema rope, or vinyl coated stain-

less steel cable with nicopress crimps, with a carrying/storage bag. Lifetime Warranty against material and 

workmanship defects. Www.ltmarineproducts.com 

Guided Fishing Trip with Saco Bay Stripers - Capt. Cal Robinson will 

take you and a friend on a personalized Striper Fishing charter aboard the Amy Vee - a 

22' shallow draft fiberglass Bay Boat. Light tackle and fly fishing for big striped bass and 

bluefish on the flats and pools of Saco Bay off the southern Maine coast are a specialty. 

Trips include all bait and tackle, soft drinks and snacks. Each trip is a fun filled learning 

experience on the ways of the wind and tide and big hungry stripers.  

 

 

Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza official tournament apparel and stickers 

were designed and produced by 



  AUCTION ITEMS 
Bluefin Lithograph - Bluefin Tuna Popping Porcupine Puffers is a gorgeous render-

ing of this classic image by renowned fish artist Stanley Meltzoff, 17.5"x24", unsigned open 

edition. A $499 value. Www.silverfishpress.com 

 

End Game Gear - Tuna and swordfish darts tail wraps and tow ropes from End 

Game Tuna Gear. https://www.facebook.com/End-Game-Tuna-Gear 

    

L.T. Marine 900 Swivel Rod Holders - Two heavy duty swivel base rod hold-

ers featuring a hand polished mirror finish. Designed to accept all 130 size class bent butts 

and features a closer tolerance fit with a heavy duty liner to minimize 130 class rods from 

rocking back and forth in rough seas and create a more secure feel while resting in the rod 

holder. Includes stainless bolts, nuts, & lock-washers for installation. Lifetime warranty 

against structural/mechanical failure due to normal use.  

 

$50 KTP Gift Certificates - Kittery Trading Post takes 

pride in offering the finest goods and service to enhance your time 

outdoors. From our selection of quality brands and products to the 

knowledge and personal service of our staff, we continually strive 

to maintain your confidence and trust. Thank you for your patron-

age.  

 

L.T. Marine Commercial Tuna Swim Hook - Just what you need to 

help revive your fish and get better coin for your catch. Designed, and tested with 

valuable input from successful giant tuna fisherman. Made from certified American 

Made solid 316 stainless steel and 100% manufactured in the U.S.A., it’s designed to 

stand up to the rigorous of commercial giant tuna fishing and is strong enough to 

hoist your fish over the gunwale using a gin pole! 

 

L.T. Marine 4-foot Gaff - Carbon fiber gaffs are ultralight, float, extremely rigid for ulti-

mate control of the gaff shot, and provide durability with killer looks. Available with 2” or 3” Gap 

316 Stainless Steel hooks. Carbon Fiber is considerably lighter than aluminum, stronger, and much 

easier to handle. Each model floats if lost overboard for easy retrieval. 

 





Don’t Forget to Tip Your Weighers 

  While we’re all offshore 
vying for prize money and 
enjoying time on the water, 
there is a small and often 
unrecognized group of vol-
unteers patiently waiting 
onshore every day for the 
fortunate among us to bring 
in a fish.     

  Chief weighmaster Brian 
Jones heads up a team in-
cluding veteran weighmas-
ter and Bluefin biologist Dr. 
Walt Golet, as well as new-
comer Stephen Selleck. 
Their contribution to our 
effort is invaluable.  

 

A few guidelines that can help the process:  

Please attempt to notify weighmasters as soon as a fish is 
landed, and provide an ETA.   

Please do not attempt to contact weighmasters outside of 
scale hours (see rules for scale hours). 

Tie up to the service dock at Spring Point Marina and notify 
weighmaster. All fish will be weighed in order of arrival.  

Please be patient; they’re doing the best they can. 

Remember, your fish represents 
a valuable source of information 
to the scientific community, 
which is trying to learn more 
about the population movements 
and status of the resource we 
value so dearly. Scientists will be 
on hand to collect biological sam-
ples from all fish landed. Once 
they are done and you have 
signed your weight slip, the fish is 
yours to do with as you please. 
Buyers will be onsite to accept 
fish.  



The Bluefin Initiative 

  When the Coronavirus pandemic struck it changed lives and created economic 

hardships worldwide. While all sectors of Maine’s commercial fishing community 

suffered, among the hardest hit were bluefin tuna fishermen. After years of sacri-

fice and conservative management and harvest, the resource turned a huge cor-

ner and was finally recovering. Government agencies and non-profit conservation 

groups alike declared the fishery as sustainable and growing. But unlike ground-

fishermen and lobstermen who improvised by selling directly to consumers, the 

tuna market depends primarily on major population centers and overseas exports, 

all of which have been shut down in response to the pandemic. It is hoped that all 

will recover, in time. But Maine’s tuna fishermen do not have time. We need to 

act now in order to preserve the fleet as well as the litany of marinas and 

boatyards, fuel and bait suppliers, tackle shops and tournaments that support 

them.  

  The purpose of the Bluefin Initiative is to create more local markets. Bluefin tuna 

are a renewable and sustainable resource that is carefully managed through inter-

national convention and by domestic resource agencies. The fishery is artisanal, 

meaning it is a traditional fishery involving fishing households as opposed to com-

mercial companies, using relatively small amounts of capital and energy, relatively 

small fishing vessels, making short fishing trips, close to shore, mainly for local 

consumption. Maine tuna are caught by harpoon and rod and reel, highly selective 

methods that eliminate by-catch and ensure the highest quality product. 

  Recent events have made it even harder to earn a decent living bringing seafood 

to shore but every dark cloud has a silver lining. One positive to come out of recent economic struggles is a renaissance in sup-

porting local fisheries. Many fisherman up and down the Maine coast have been selling fresh-caught lobster and groundfish 

right off the boat to consumers eager to take advantage of the bounty. 

  We should be doing the same with bluefin tuna. We need to develop more local interest by consumers to purchase fresh, lo-

cally caught bluefin from local fish markets, grocery stores and restaurants. And we need to do it now. In the short term we can 

help the fishermen and their families who rely on this resource for their livelihood. In the long term, we could reduce our de-

pendency on out of state and overseas markets. And by reducing export we keep more money in our local economy. 

Bluefin and Ballyhoo   - 

original artwork by by 

renowned fish painter 

Stanley Meltzoff  - Offi-

cial artwork for the 2020 

Casco Bay Bluefin Bo-

nanza - was donated by 

Silverfish Press.  

www.SilverfishPress.com 



Given the circumstances this 

year and with a change of 

leadership the Bailey Island 

Fishing Tournament opted 

to take a year off. They will 

return in 2021 and we wish 

them the best of luck.  

FMI: 

www.cascobaytunaclub.org 



While You’re Out There… 
  Sharks can be a real nuisance when you’re tuna fishing but 

you could turn a negative into a positive by enrolling in the 

National Marine Fisheries Service Cooperative Shark Tagging 

Program.  Data from tagging programs provide valuable infor-

mation on migration and the extent of fish movements and 

an important means to increase our biological understanding 

of sharks and to obtain information for rational resource 

management. The tagging of sharks provides information on 

stock identity, movements and migration (including rates and 

routes), abundance, age and growth (including verification 

and validation of age-determination methods), mortality, and 

behavior. FMI, please contact: Apex Predators Program, NOAA Fisheries/NEFSC, 28 Tarzwell Drive 

Narragansett, RI 02882-1199 USA or visit https://www.nefsc.noaa.gov/nefsc/Narragansett/sharks/

tagging.html  



Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza Photo Contest 

 

To enter, submit your photos from the 2019 or 2020 Tourna-

ment. One winner will be chosen from all entries. The winner 

will receive a framed Stanley Meltzoff lithograph, and their 

image will appear on the cover of our 2021 Program. You can 

submit as many entries as you like to: bluefinbonan-

za@gmail.com Please be sure to provide name and contact 

information. All submissions become property of the Casco 

Bay Bluefin Bonanza.    



RULES 
General Compliance 

Tournament participants are responsible for obtaining and becoming familiar with tournament rules and all applicable State 
and Federal laws, rules and regulations.  

All Tournament participants must be in full legal compliance with Maine Department of Marine Resources and NOAA/ National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) regulations and must possess any and all state and federal licenses and permits required by 
these agencies. 

All entrants must be properly licensed to fish in the Atlantic Tunas General Category or HMS Charter/Headboat Category with 
commercial endorsement under NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) regulations and must have required safety 
equipment. Note: All vessels must also possess a Maine Landing Permit. 

Location  

There are no limitations on fishing area, except that tournament participants 
must fish in a location that allows fish to be landed at Spring Point Marina. 

          Weather 

There is no weather committee. The decision to fish is that of the captains and 
participants, and is strictly at their own risk. Upon signing the Waiver of Damag-
es, the Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza Tournament cannot be held liable.   

  

          Fishing 

Fishing may commence (lines in) Thursday, August 6 at 12:01 a.m. and will con-
clude (lines out) at 4:00 p.m. Saturday, August 8. 

All hookups should be reported or relayed to the Tournament Weighmaster as soon as possible when the fish is hooked. 
Tournament channel - 8 

A second report or relay to the Weighmaster should be made once the fish is boated 
(subdued, tail-roped and is hanging from or lying on the deck of the vessel).   

All participants are expected to operate in the spirit of cooperation and fair play. At 
the request of a boat fighting a fish, all others must stay clear.  

General Category Rules apply with the following exceptions: a) no electric harpoons, 
b) no aerial reconnaissance allowed and c) all tuna are to be hooked, fought and 
brought to boat side only by manually operated rod and reel (hand line or conven-
tional harpoon prohibited except cockpit harpoon may be used to land fish). Power 
driven reels or devices of any kind are prohibited, except when used as kite rods or 
for physically disabled anglers with committee approval. This includes, but is not 
limited to motor, hydraulic or electrically driven devices. Fish may be fought from 
the rod holder or freestanding. Fish may be fought by multiple anglers. 

All tuna must measure 73 inches curved fork length (CFL) or greater to be eligible for 
entry in this category. 

IMPORTANT 

Federal regulations require that all ves-

sels participating in an HMS tourna-

ment must report all HMS caught dur-

ing the tournament, whether landed or 

released. Please report any and all HMS 

that are caught and released to the 

weighmaster or a tournament official.  



Weigh-in 

Tournament Weighmasters are available Thursday and Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., and Saturday from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. ONLY. 

• Brian Jones @ (207) 310-8814  • Walt Golet @ (207) 351-5413  

Tournament scales will close at 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, August 3, 2019, and all ves-
sels with fish to be weighed must be inside Spring Point Light by 5 p.m. and tied to 
the scales dock at Spring Point Marina (rafting is acceptable) by 6:00 p.m. Any ves-
sel with a fish to be weighed that is not tied or rafted to the scales dock by 6:00 
p.m. will not be accepted (Tournament committee discretion).   

All eligible fish must be weighed at Spring Point Marina and must be delivered on 
the tournament registered vessel upon which it was boated.  

In order to be eligible, heads and tails must be left on prior to weighing.  

Fish will be weighed by the tail using a tail rope provided by the Tournament.  

Participants are asked (and advised) to bring innards and gill plates. They will be 
weighed separately and included in the final weight, if detached. 

Please cooperate with the Weighmaster in filling and returning your weigh-in slips. 
Please do not leave the weigh stand until your slip is filled in and signed.  

By signing the weight slip you acknowledge that you have accepted the weight of 
your fish as final and correct. In the event of a tie in weight, any prize due will be 
awarded to the first fish weighed by the official Tournament scales.  

All tuna are subject to examination by the Tournament Rules Committee.  

Any fish found to have bullet wounds or any unnatural damage will be disqualified 
(This does not include gaff and/or harpoon marks).  

Disposal of fish and/or fish parts is the responsibility of the angler after the Weighmaster releases the fish. DO NOT dump fish 
entrails and/or heads at the marina. In most cases innards and head will be retained by weigh master to researchers for re-
search purposes and then become their responsibility for disposal. 

Once released by the weighmaster, participants may sell their catch dockside to the local buyer of their choice. 

In accordance with NOAA Fisheries regulations, all vessels participating in the Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza must report all HMS 
(tuna and sharks) caught during the tournament, whether they are landed or released. Please report any and all HMS that are 
caught and released to the weighmaster or a tournament official.  

 

Note: When traveling in Portland Harbor, the Tournament committee requests that all vessels observe State of Maine rules and 
regulations. Please obey ‘No Wake Zones’ and be mindful of lobster traps when traveling the inner and outer harbor waters.  

Closure 

If, at any time during the Tournament, NMFS declares that the quota is filled and fishing must cease, or buyers place a moratori-
um on buying fish, the tournament will be concluded and awards presented that evening. In the event of an early conclusion, 
please direct all questions/concerns to the Rules Committee.   

. 



Awards 

Prize distribution will be awarded for tournament year 2020 as follows: 1st Place: $6,250 plus trophy for (1) year; 2nd Place: 
$3,250; 3rd Place: $1,500; 4th Place: $1,000; 5th Place: $500; Smallest Fish: $250   

If all 40 entry slots are not filled, prize money will be reduced proportionately.  

In the event of NO FISH, all prize money will be added to the 2021 Tournament. If only one (1) fish is landed, $12,500 and tro-
phy for (1) year will be awarded. If less than five (5) fish are caught, all prize winnings will be awarded proportionately 

 

Issues/Conflicts 

A person or vessel is ineligible to obtain or possess any type of award or certification associated with this tournament unless 
the fish submitted for consideration is caught legally and under compliance of tournament rules and State and Federal laws.  

In the event that one or more rule(s) provision(s) appear to be in conflict, the most restrictive rule applies and is to be deter-
mined by the Tournament Rules Committee.  

All landed fish are subject to examination by the Tournament Rules Committee and/or Weighmaster. 

The Tournament Rules Committee has final and sole authority to resolve questions and/or issues that arise. All committee deci-
sions are final. Protests must be in writing and submitted by the close of scales on Saturday, August 8, 2020. 

Protests/Grievances - Protests shall be called to the attention of the Rules Committee via radio, by contacting the telephone 
numbers provided, or in person upon arrival at the dock. Protests must be written in detail and turned into the Rules Com-
mittee by 8:30 p.m. the day of the incident (exception: Saturday, August 8, 2020 by 6:00 p.m.). All decisions made by the Rules 
Committee are final.  



In the Name of Science 
   The Bluefin Bonanza also represents a 

very convenient, important and cost-

effective source of biological samples for 

Dr. Walt Golet and his team from the Gulf 

of Maine Research Institute. Bone and tis-

sue samples and stomach contents provide 

vital information on things like migration 

patterns, breeding status and food habits. 

We need these data now more than ever to 

demonstrate that our fishery is sustainable 

and bluefin populations in the western At-

lantic are growing.  

Also be aware that Capt. Bob Humphrey, President of the Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza is 

Maine’s representative on the Atlantic Highly Migratory Species Advisory Panel for the Na-

tional Marine Fisheries Service and is eager to hear your comments, concerns and criti-

cisms regarding the management of western Atlantic Bluefin tuna. You can contact him at 

bluefinbobanza@gmail.com   



  Bluefin tuna is often used as a poster species for the impacts of 

overfishing. But we have good news for seafood lovers eyeing 

bluefin sashimi at their local sushi restaurant: U.S.-caught Atlan-

tic bluefin tuna is a sustainable food choice.  

A Valuable Resource 

  Bluefin tuna are some of the most valuable fish in the Atlantic. 

In 2017 alone, U.S. commercial fishermen generated an estimat-

ed $9.6 million in revenue from harvesting bluefin. That year, 

fishermen earned an estimated $6.45 for every pound of bluefin 

they harvested–more than any other Atlantic tuna.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  That value may sound low to those who’ve read about bluefin 

selling for millions or watched popular fishing shows touting 

higher prices for this species. As with any product, the value of 

bluefin will fluctuate with demand, quantity, and quality. Com-

mercial marketing and traditions like celebrating the first bluefin 

purchased each year can also drive up prices in limited situa-

tions. But the million-dollar price tags occasionally reported are 

far from the norm. In fact, the median value a bluefin tuna in 

2018 was just over $2,000.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Atlantic bluefin tuna are also a coveted recreational species 

that support millions of dollars in economic value each year. A 

2015 study conducted by the Virginia Institute of Marine Scienc-

es analyzed recreational anglers’ willingness to pay for bluefin 

tuna trips. The results showed that the private boat bluefin tuna 

fishery had an estimated value of $14 million that year.  

Comprehensive Management  

We want to ensure the demand for Atlantic bluefin tuna doesn’t 

lead to overfishing. That’s why we oversee, in collaboration with 

the international community, one of the most comprehensive 

and responsive fishery management systems in the world. For 

example, our rules restrict commercial fishermen targeting blue-

fin to hand gears like rod and reel and harpoon. We also enforce 

retention limits specific to gears, locations, and fish sizes and 

close commercial fisheries seasonally throughout the year if 

needed.  

 

Sustainable Management Means We Can Have Our Tuna and Eat It Too 

Once harvested at too high a rate, Atlantic bluefin tuna today are not subject to overfishing thanks to our comprehensive, sus-

tainable management. NOAA Fisheries - December 02, 2019 



  “Our management approach balances the health of fish pop-

ulations with the need to provide as many commercial and 

recreational fishing opportunities as possible,” said Randy 

Blankinship, who leads the group responsible for managing 

bluefin tuna in the Atlantic. “Seasonal closures and retention 

limits are important tools to maintain that balance. They can 

allow us to extend fishing opportunities throughout the year 

without causing overfishing.”  

  In addition to these tried-and-true fishery management tech-

niques, we also enforce innovative bycatch reduction and 

trade programs. These safeguard the western Atlantic bluefin 

stock while providing commercial and recreational fishing op-

portunities.  

  The Individual Bluefin Tuna Quota Program creates an eco-

nomic incentive for fishermen to use their expertise to avoid 

interactions with bluefin. It applies to fishermen targeting 

swordfish and other tunas with pelagic longline gear. Every 

bluefin landed or discarded dead is deducted from a vessel’s 

account balance. This balance has to stay above a minimum 

amount in order to pursue the desired species. If a vessel falls 

below its quota, it won’t be allowed to set off on a longline 

fishing trip unless the owners lease some quota from others in 

the fleet.  

  Since it was implemented in 2015, the program has reduced 

the average annual bluefin bycatch by 65 percent—or more 

than 330,000 pounds—compared to the three years before. 

That success comes from making commercial fishermen ac-

countable for reducing bluefin bycatch. It’s also why we are 

now exploring lifting now redundant limits on where vessels 

can fish.  

  We’re also considering changing when Gulf of Mexico fisher-

men are required to use weak hooks. These are designed to 

reduce bluefin bycatch but have been shown to actually in-

crease unintentional white marlin catches. Our proposed 

changes would balance these impacts by requiring weak hooks 

only when bluefin tuna are more likely to be in the Gulf.   

  Every Atlantic bluefin tuna caught through the program or in 

any other domestic fishery is fitted with a uniquely numbered 

tag specific to the dealer who bought it. Exported tuna are also 

assigned an identification number by the Electronic Bluefin 

Tuna Catch Documentation System. All bluefin tuna brought 

into the United States from any other country are entered into 

the system as well. These tools allow us to trace Atlantic blue-

fin tuna—regardless of where it was caught—from vessel to 

market.  

  We see the impacts of our sustainable management in popu-

lation assessments. A 2017 report from the International Com-

mission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) indicat-

ed that the western Atlantic bluefin tuna stock is not experi-

encing overfishing. The stock’s overfished status is unknown 

due to scientific uncertainties. However, scientists estimate 

that the total weight of the western Atlantic bluefin tuna stock 

has been increasing since approximately 2004.  

  “When seafood consumers purchase Atlantic bluefin tuna 

caught in the United States, they’re supporting robust environ-

mental standards that bolster both bluefin populations and 

our economy,” said Blankinship. 
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Thank you to all our generous donors for their support. 

Change is inevi-

table. At the 

outset, our phi-

losophy was, “If 

it ain’t broke, 

don’t fix it.” The 

SITT was run 

successfully for 

so many years 

we thought it 

best to stick with a winning formula. But we are continually 

looking for ways to make the Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza even 

better, and more enjoyable for our participants; and we wel-

come any suggestions you might have. One idea that seems to 

be gaining some traction is combining our auction/raffle and 

dinner with the awards ceremony at the conclusion of the 

tournament. Whether you like it the way it was or would pre-

fer a change, please let us know. And if you have any other 

ideas we’re happy to listen.  

You may have noticed our sponsor list is considerably shorter this year. Many of last year’s sponsors experienced considerable 

financial hardship this year but expressed their regret at not being able to help out this year. We certainly understand, greatly 

appreciate their past support and hope they will be able to recover.  



As a first-class tuna tournament, the Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza combines highly-skilled anglers from all 

over the northeast in a contest of competition, comradery and fun. We also understand the importance and 

reward of giving back to our communities. As an independent, non-profit, 501(c)(3) charitable organiza-

tion, the Casco Bay Bluefin Bonanza Tuna Tournament is committed to the purpose of raising and ex-

pending funds in support of educational scholarships to deserving individuals. To that end, all donations 

made by charity auction participants, raffle ticket buyers and our sponsors will go toward a scholarship 

fund to support students in Maine’s community college and technical school system, the graduates of 

which will ultimately enter the work force and contribute meaningfully to our community. 


